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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">Rupert drew off his troops, the remobilisation of the<BR>Puritan army had effectively begun. On April isth,<BR>the day upon which the treaty negotiations came to an<BR>end, Essex, again disregarding Hampden's request<BR>that he should march immediately on Oxford, pro- <BR>ceeded to the recapture of Reading. To Hampden<BR>was entrusted the command of an advance force which<BR>entrenched itself before the town under cover of the<BR>night. On the following day the siege began. On the<BR>24th, it was still in progress, when the King arrived at<BR>Wallingford with a relief army. He was met by Essex<BR>at Caversham, and being repulsed after a severe<BR>engagement, returned to Wallingford, whereupon,<BR>already at the end of its resources, Reading surrendered.<BR>The garrison, having capitulated, was unaccountably<BR>allowed to leave with the honours of war and join the<BR>King at Oxford. The first parliamentarians to enter<BR>the town were Hampden and Skippon, who were sent<BR>by Essex to reconnoitre with a working party. It was<BR>an angry army that followed them. Inflamed by<BR>Rupert's excesses at Birmingham and elsewhere,<BR>reports of which were fresh in their minds, the men<BR>threatened reprisals. But this was the sort of occasion<BR>upon which Essex was at his best. He controlled the<BR>situation with a firmness and reason, and not a word<BR>of his famous Worcester orders was violated. Feilding,<BR>the commander of the garrison, was tried by court<BR>martial at Oxford, condemned, and reprieved by<BR>Charles when the scaffold had already been erected.<BR>Hampden had offered to give evidence on Feilding's<BR>behaif, saying that surrender had been inevitable, but<BR>he was not heard.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.9pt;\">Rupert drew off his troops, the remobilisation of the<BR>Puritan army had effectively begun. On April isth,<BR>the day upon which the treaty negotiations came to an<BR>end, Essex, again disregarding Hampden's request<BR>that he should march immediately on Oxford, pro- <BR>ceeded to the recapture of Reading. To Hampden<BR>was entrusted the command of an advance force which<BR>entrenched itself before the town under cover of the<BR>night. On the following day the siege began. On the<BR>24th, it was still in progress, when the King arrived at<BR>Wallingford with a relief army. He was met by Essex<BR>at Caversham, and being repulsed after a severe<BR>engagement, returned to Wallingford, whereupon,<BR>already at the end of its resources, Reading surrendered.<BR>The garrison, having capitulated, was unaccountably<BR>allowed to leave with the honours of war and join the<BR>King at Oxford. The first parliamentarians to enter<BR>the town were Hampden and Skippon, who were sent<BR>by Essex to reconnoitre with a working party. It was<BR>an angry army that followed them. Inflamed by<BR>Rupert's excesses at Birmingham and elsewhere,<BR>reports of which were fresh in their minds, the men<BR>threatened reprisals. But this was the sort of occasion<BR>upon which Essex was at his best. He controlled the<BR>situation with a firmness and reason, and not a word<BR>of his famous Worcester orders was violated. Feilding,<BR>the commander of the garrison, was tried by court<BR>martial at Oxford, condemned, and reprieved by<BR>Charles when the scaffold had already been erected.<BR>Hampden had offered to give evidence on Feilding's<BR>behaif, saying that surrender had been inevitable, but<BR>he was not heard.</SPAN><BR>\
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